#2 - Newsletter Returns! 


Mistletoe can be deadly if you eat it. But a kiss can be even deadlier if you mean it. 
JODY HOUSER A © 
DEC 13, 2022 
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It's the second edition of my newsletter! I'm trying to send this on a semi-regular basis, 
at least once or twice a month. Mostly when I have thoughts or news. And for this 


edition, it's the latter! 


COMIC BOOK NEWS 


Announced last week, I’m coming back to the world of Stranger Things! I’m writing a new 
miniseries for Dark Horse called “Tales From Hawkins”. Back when I was developing 
miniseries pitches, I had a bunch of ideas for stories that weren't big enough to fill four 
issues. So I pitched the idea of doing an anthology series, where each issue is a complete 
story. Dark Horse and Netflix both liked the idea, so many months later, here we are! 
We'll be looking at the lives of both familiar and new faces in Hawkins, as you can 


probably tell from this awesome Kyle Lambert cover... 


Diego 
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Galindo, and Danny Luckert. 
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I've had a lot of fun working on this series, especially since we can really play genre and 
style from issue to issue. To that end, there are multiple artists in the series. Announced 
so far are Caio Filipe, Sunando C, and Giorgia Gio Esposito. And the awesome Nate 
Piekos will be on lettering again. If there's anything you've ever wanted to know about 


comic book lettering, he's one of the folks you should be following. 


Stranger Things: Tales From Hawkins #1 hits comic shops in February. Pre-ordering should 


be available, so add it to your pull list when you get the chance! 


Thanks for reading MindEclipse! Subscribe for 
free to receive new posts and support my work. 


December kicked off with my last convention of the year, Los Angeles Comic Con. Due 
to COVID, I kept my con presence to a minimum this year, and only attended cons 
within driving distance. My plan is to get back into the swing of things in 2023, so 


fingers cautiously crossed! 


LACC ended up being the only comic-focused show I tabled at this year (I also tabled at 
Gallifrey One—a Doctor Who con— back in February.) Being out of practice with cons, 
it's both strange and lovely to be able to talk with readers in-person again. It's all too 
easy to forget that people actually READ the books when you're writing in isolation. So 


connecting at shows like this can be really good for the soul. 


There were some really wonderful moments, including one I talked about a bit on 


Twitter. A mother and son came up to look at my books on Sunday, and the son, Kirin, 
freaked out when he saw the Age of Republic: Anakin Skywalker issue. “You wrote that?!” I 
told him yes, I'd written all of the different Age of Republic solo titles. 


And then he looked up at me and said “You basically built my love of Star Wars.” 


Now that's a BIG statement to process, but what hit me in that moment was I was this 


kid's Tim Zahn. I dearly loved the Star Wars movies when I was little, but I was a Book 


Kid first and foremost, so finding out there were MORE Star Wars stories and they were 
in BOOKS was life-changing. What Kirin said to me was similar to something that I’ve 


said to Zahn (only I was an adult who had already written the Thrawn comics.) 


I also talked with him and his mother about his love of stories. It sounds like he's less 
interested in writing them than he is in sharing them, organizing details and timelines... 
I told them about comic editors and what the job entails, so here's hoping that fifteen 


years or so down the line, Kirin hires me for a gig or two. 


They bought an issue, I signed it, we took a photo, and then Kirin rolled up the comic up 
tight in that particular way that kids do when they compress the things they love. 


I have two new series kicking off this week in comic shops! 
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Rebin Jody Ryan Jordie Hassan 
Hobb Houser Kelly Bellaire — OtsmanezEllaou 


The first is Assassin's Apprentice from Dark Horse Comics, adapting the seminal Robin 
Hobb fantasy novel that launched the Farseer Trilogy. This comic has been in the works 
for a while, and I’m excited for people to finally see Fitz's adventures in a whole new 
form! Assassin's Apprentice #1 is written by me, with art by Ryan Kelly, colors by Jordie 


Bellaire, letters by Hassan Otsmane-Elhaou, and cover by Anna Steinbauer. 


Also out this week is the first issue of Frank Frazetta's Dawn Attack from Opus Comics, 
building a world out of the classic Frazetta painting. It's also the comics debut of my co- 
writer Eric Campbell, who is best known for his work in the TTRPG actual-play space 
(translation: he's a professional game master). GMs are often experts at world-building, 
so bringing in Eric to develop Dawn's universe with me was a no-brainer. Really excited 


with everything we've come up with. 


Frank Frazetta's Dawn Attack £1 is co-written by myself and Eric Campbell, with art by 
Diego Yapur, and edits by Denton Tipton. The covers for the first issue are by Santi 


Casas, Frank Frazetta, Dan Panosian, and Dave Dorman. 


OTHER NEWS 


—— 


These are the last few days to get in any holiday orders from my online store, which will 
be closing for the year on Thursday Dec 15th at 11:59PM PST. I'm extremely biased, but 
I think signed comics and books make AMAZING holiday gifts! You can see what's in 


stock here. 


I recently had a profile in Forbes(!!) talking about my career in comics. You can read it 


here! Thank you to Goldie Chan for reaching out about doing an interview. 


Possibly related, but as of this week, I'm officially verified on Instagram! I'll be working 


to be more active there. You can find Insta and all of my other links here. 


I spent a chunk of last week taping my first TTRPG show in quite a while! The Claw 
Firm: Feather, Whysker & Horne is a Pathfinder 2e show coming in 2023 from Demiplane. 
I had a blast playing with an AMAZING crew: Erika Fermina, Xander Jeanneret, 
Bluejay, Aliza Pearl, and GM Mark Meer. I can't wait for folks to meet Hortense 
Pricklepaw, my bookish catfolk magus. 


And that's it for now! I hope everyone has a wonderful and safe holidays. 


Thanks for reading MindEclipse! Subscribe for 
free to receive new posts and support my work. 


Recommend MindEclipse to the readers of Asad's Substack 
Writing and gaming and other stuff from the brain of Jody Houser. 
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Ron Murphy Dec 14, 2022 
Happy holidays!!!! 
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